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FEATUREFEATURE

The Blend magazine caught up with Peter Harris, 
the creator of Steampunk cold brew machines, 
to talk about his contraptions, the inspiration 
behind them and his work with Project Waterfall
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“I’VE USED A HOST OF 
INTRIGUING COMPONENTS, 
SUCH AS RADIO VALVES 
FROM A RADAR STATION 
AND A VICTORIAN ELECTRIC 
SHOCK MACHINE”

What was the inspiration behind the 
Steampunk machines?
An exhibition at the Oxford Science Museum 
several years ago, which had several exotic 
contraptions on display, sparked my interest 
in the design side. In terms of the coffee 
element, it was my fiancée who inspired me; her 
company runs the London Coffee Festival, and 
the passion and friendliness of everyone there 
was really inspiring.

After looking around for ways to become 
involved, I noticed Volcano Coffee Works at 
the event that year; they had a huge cold drip 
coffee tower on their stand. This made me think 
about taking this simple machine and making it 
into an amazing visual spectacle.

How do the machines work?
The process is the same as that of a standard 
cold drip machine, using the Hario WDC-6 
dripper system, with glassware that will be 
familiar to those who use cold brew machines. 
I add a few scientific glass pieces such as a 
condenser to give better results. This all creates 
a quality coffee at the end, but it does require a 
well-trained barista to oversee it. 

How do you go about building a machine?
The machines are completely handmade. 
I attend antique fairs and other events 
between builds, searching for unique parts to 
incorporate into my next design. I’ve used a 
host of intriguing components, such as radio 
valves from a radar station and a Victorian 
electric shock machine. The dripper itself is 

always Hario, and a digital photo-screen is 
integrated into each machine, disguised with 
vintage pieces to maintain its look. The images 
put on the photo screen can display either the 
company logo or images that fit with the theme 
of the machine. 

What inspired the military theme of your 
machine at this year’s London Coffee Festival?
This machine was inspired by a bulletproof 
coffee company called Black Sheep. I was 
approached to produce a gun-themed machine 
for the launch of the Mafia III video game. At a 
promotional event, they served coffee with real 
gunpowder in it; this led to me creating that 
machine, which features a double-barrelled 
shotgun that I purchased at a Bermondsey 
antiques market. We have since sold another 
gun-themed machine to Black Sheep, which 
is now on display at their branch in the 
Leadenhall Building, London.

Can you tell us about your work with Project 
Waterfall?
Project Waterfall is a charity that provides 
clean water for communities in Africa. I built a 
machine in collaboration with them in order to 
attract interest at the London Coffee Festival. 
Once Steampunk machines became more 
established, we displayed at the festival and 
offered samples of coffee for donations to the 
charity. The first year we raised close to £300 
and this year we raised over £400, supported by 
Finders Keepers Coffee. We have received help 
from all manner of companies, such as Mulmar, 
who gave us a prime position on their stand. 
Clean water is a necessity and Project Waterfall 
is a fantastic cause.

www.steampunkcoffeemachine.com
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